§1207. Appointment, qualifications, tenure of supervisors

A. The governing authority of each district shall consist of five supervisors, three elected as provided in R.S. 3:1206
and two appointed as provided in R.S. 3:1205. All such supervisors shall be landowners or farm operators and shall be
qualified voters within the state. The supervisors shall annually designate a chairman, vice-chairman, and secretary-
treasurer, said secretary-treasurer to give good and sufficient bond for the faithful performance of his duties, and they
may from time to time change such designations.

B. The supervisors shall designate a chairman and may from time to time change such designation. The term of office
of each supervisor shall be three years, except that the supervisors who are first appointed shall be designated to
serve terms of one and two years, respectively, from the date of their appointment. A supervisor shall hold office until
his successor has been elected or appointed and has qualified. Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term. The
selection of a successor to fill an unexpired term shall be by appointment by the committee; such supervisor's
successor, however, shall be selected in the same manner as the supervisor whose unexpired term he was appointed
by the committee to fill. The selection of a successor for a full term shall be made in the same manner in which the
retiring supervisor was selected. A majority of the supervisors shall constitute a quorum and the concurrence of a
majority in any matter within their duties shall be required for its determination. A supervisor may receive compensation
for his services not to exceed thirty-five dollars per day for not more than twenty days annually and he may be paid
expenses, including traveling expenses, necessarily incurred in the discharge of his duties. These costs may be paid
from either appropriated funds or from local district funds.

C. The three elected supervisors of the district shall be elected annually, one each year. These elections of supervisors
shall be held throughout the state regularly on the second Saturday in June, each year, in accordance with the general
procedure and in the manner prescribed in R.S. 3:1206. Terms of office of all supervisors so elected shall begin on
July 1st, following the date of their election. All supervisors presently in office and serving on the governing body of a
conservation district, shall remain in office until their terms expire, but from and after August 1st, 1956, all vacancies
shall be filled in the manner above prescribed, and whenever the term of any supervisor expires, it shall be filled by an
election to be held on the second Saturday in June after the expiration of said term.

D. The supervisors may employ such employees and agents, permanent and temporary, as they may require and shalll
determine their qualifications, duties, and compensation. The supervisors may delegate to their chairman, to one or
more supervisors, or to one or more agents, or employees such powers and duties as they may deem proper. The
supervisors shall furnish to the state soil and water conservation committee, upon request, copies of such ordinances,
rules, regulations, orders, contracts, forms, and other documents as they shall adopt or employ, and such other
information concerning their activities as may be required in the performance of their duties under this Part.

E. The supervisors shall provide for the execution of surety bonds for all employees and officers who shall be entrusted
with funds or property; shall provide for the keeping of a full and accurate record of all proceedings and of all
resolutions, regulations, and orders issued or adopted; and shall provide for an annual audit of the accounts of receipts
and disbursements.

F. The supervisors may invite the legislative body of any municipality or parish located near the territory comprised
within the district to designate a representative to advise and consult with the supervisors of the district on all questions
of program and policy which may affect the property, water supply, or other interests of such municipality or parish.

G. Any supervisor may be removed by the committee upon notice and hearing, for neglect of duty or malfeasance in
office, but for no other reason. A supervisor shall not qualify for reappointment or reelection unless he shall have
attended at least sixty-six and two-thirds percent of the scheduled district meetings; provided however, upon a showing
of good cause this condition may be waived by resolution duly adopted by the state soil and water conservation
committee.

Amended by Acts 1956, No. 10,§ 5; Acts 1958, No. 231,§ 3; Acts 1966, No. 195,§ 3; Acts 1970, No. 469,§ 1; Acts
1978, No. 740,§ 1.



§1208. Powers of Districts and Supervisors

A soil and water conservation district organized under the provisions of this Part shall constitute a governmental
subdivision of this state, and a public body corporate and politic, exercising public powers, and such district, and the
supervisors thereof, shall have the following powers, in addition to others granted in other sections of this Part:

(1) To carry out preventive and control measures and works of improvement for flood prevention or the conservation,
development, utilization and disposal of water within the district including, but not limited to, engineering operations,
methods of cultivation, the growing of vegetation, changes in use of land, and the measures listed in R.S. 3:1201(c), on
lands owned or controlled by this state or any of its agencies, with the cooperation of the agency administering and
having jurisdiction thereof, and on any other lands within the district upon obtaining the consent of the owner as well as
occupants of such lands or the necessary rights or interests in such lands;

(2) To cooperate, or enter into agreements with, and within the limits of appropriations duly made available to it by law,
to furnish financial or other aid to, any agency, governmental or otherwise, or any owner of lands within the district, in
the carrying on of erosion control and prevention operations and works of improvement for flood prevention or the
conservation, development, utilization, and disposal of water within the district, subject to such conditions as the
supervisor may deem necessary to advance the purposes of this Part;

(3) To obtain options upon and to acquire, by purchase, exchange, lease, gift, grant, bequest, devise, or otherwise, any
property, real or personal, or rights or interests therein; to maintain, administer, and improve any properties acquired,
to receive income from such properties and to expend such income in carrying out the purposes and provisions of this
Part; and to sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of any of its property or interests therein in furtherance of the purposes
and the provisions of this Part;

(4) To make available, on such terms as it shall prescribe, to land occupants within the district, agricultural and
engineering machinery and equipment, fertilizer, seeds, and seedlings, and such other material or equipment, as will
assist such land occupants to carry on operations upon their lands for the conservation of soil resources and for the
prevention and control of soil erosion, and for flood prevention or the conservation, development, utilization, and
disposal of water;

(5) To construct, improve, operate and maintain such structures as may be necessary or convenient for the
performance of any of the operations authorized in this Part;

(6) To develop comprehensive plans for the conservation of sail resources and for the control and prevention of soil
erosion and for flood prevention or the conservation, development, utilization, and disposal of water within the district,
which plans shall specify in such detail as may be possible, the acts, procedures, performances, and avoidances which
are necessary or desirable for the effectuation of such plans, including the specification of engineering operations,
methods of cultivation, the growing of vegetation, cropping programs, tillage practices, and changes in use of land, and
to publish such plans and information and bring them to the attention of occupants of lands within the district;

(7) To take over, by purchase, lease, or otherwise, and to administer, any soil-conservation, flood-prevention, drainage,
irrigation, water management, erosion-control, or erosion-prevention projects, or combinations thereof, located within
its boundaries undertaken by the United States or any of its agencies, or by this state or any of its agencies; to
manage, as agent of the United States or any of its agencies, or of this state or any of its agencies, any soil-
conservation, flood-prevention, drainage, irrigation, water management, erosion-control, or erosion-prevention project,
or combinations thereof, within its boundaries; to act as agent for the United States, or any of its agencies, or for this
state or any of its agencies, in connection with the acquisition, construction, operation, or administration of any soil-
conservation, flood prevention, drainage, irrigation, water management, erosion control, or erosion-prevention project,
or combinations thereof, within its boundaries; to accept donations, gifts, and contributions in money, services,
materials, or otherwise, from the United States or any of its agencies, or from this state or any of its agencies, and to
use or expend such moneys, services, materials, or other contributions in carrying on its operations;



(8) To sue and be sued in the name of the district; to have perpetual succession unless terminated as hereinafter
provided; to make and execute contracts and other instruments, necessary or convenient to the exercise of its powers;
to make, and from time to time amend and repeal, rules and regulations not inconsistent with this Part, to carry into
effect its purposes and powers;

(9) As a condition to the extending of any benefits under this Part to, or the performance of work upon, any lands not
owned or controlled by this state or any of its agencies, the supervisors may require contributions in money, services,
materials, or otherwise to any operations conferring such benefits, and may require land owners to enter into and
perform such agreements or covenants as to the permanent use of such lands as will tend to prevent or control erosion
and prevent floodwater and sediment damages thereon;

(10) No provision with respect to the acquisition, operation, or disposition of property by other public bodies shall be
applicable to a district organized hereunder unless the legislature shall specifically so state.

(11) No district organized under the provisions of this Part shall have power to levy, assess, or collect any taxes or
special assessments.

Amended by Acts 1956, No. 10,§ 6.



